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record beyond cavil or dispute. They do not vote one way 
and wish or will another. These two were the outstanding 
elections in this "off year" ; the two in which great national 
policies and principles were the issues. New York had 
local issues of great importance; New Jersey went wild 
over the thrashed-out issue of prohibition, and Ohio did the 
same; while Maryland had one of the closest fights on rec- 
ord over questions which concerned her alone. But in Mas- 
sachusetts and Kentucky the issues were the two major 
phases of Americanism against the most dangerous enemies 
it has ever confronted ; and Americanism won. That was 
the fact which invested those contests with supreme signifi- 
cance, and which in their results gave cause for all loyal 
Americans to observe the ensuing Thanksgiving Day with 
more than ordinary fervor and sincerity. As the date on 
which the spirit of America thus strongly and nobly as- 
serted itself in its best estate, November 4, 1919, may here- 
after he remembered with gratitude and with heartening 
inspiration in our national calendar. 



THE ENEMY WITHIN OUR GATES 

The only surprising thing about the revelations of 
" red " Bolshevist and Anarchist plotting at Gary> Cleve- 
land and elsewhere is that anybody should be surprised at 
them. 

"Are we," plaintively inquired Rip van Winkle, " so 
soon forgot? " Can it be that alert, acute Americans have 
so soon forgotten the facts which only a few months ago 
were blazoned to their eyes and thundered in their ears? 

It was only a little while ago that the propagandist 
machinations of Bolshevism were authoritatively made 
known, to America as to all the world. It was made known 
that the Bolshevists of Petrograd were sending agents into 
other lands, both belligerent and neutral, supplied with 
practically unlimited financial means, for the express pur- 
pose of inciting, organizing and promoting revolutionary 
movements. They were especially instructed to operate 
through workingmen and their unions ; to foster discontent 
among them, to dangle before them the bait of Sovietism 
which would mean confiscation of all capital without com- 
pensation, and to incite them to sabotage and strikes. 
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It was known that this was done in Germany, with the 
result of the costly and destructive Spartacan outbreak. 
No sympathy was expended upon Germany, since it was 
known that she herself had previously played the same 
game against Russia, secretly fomenting the Bolshevist 
revolution there; and thus she was merely getting "paid 
back in her own coin." But lack of sympathy with the 
Hun was no reason for lack of prudence for ourselves. 

It was purblind folly to imagine that America alone of 
all lands was immune against such attempts, when as a mat- 
ter of fact we were especially subject to them. Yet it was 
a blindness from which America has hitherto more than 
once suffered. This nation has been so obsessed with a 
sense of its own transcendent greatness as to imagine itself 
quite exempt from the conditions which prevail among all 
others. It was because we thought we were inexhaustibly 
rich that we so shamefully squandered our forests and other 
resources until we brought ourselves face to face with want. 
We used to boast that our forests and our wheatfields were 
sufficient to supply the wants of all the world ; yet in recent 
years we have imported both lumber and wheat to supply 
our own needs. So we used to boast that we could welcome 
hither all the peoples of the world, and assimilate and 
Americanize them; but now we find that we have among 
us an undigested mass of millions of aliens, unassimilated 
and unassimilable, who instead of becoming Americanized 
are going very far toward Europeanizing us. There is more 
danger of Russians Bolshevising America than there is hope 
of America republicanizing Russia. 

Still worse, if possible, was the kindred folly of sup- 
posing that revolutionary plots and Anarchism could never 
secure a foothold here. A poet wrote of England that 
slaves could not breathe her air; the moment they did so, 
they became free. With immeasurably less truth and rea- 
son we deluded ourselves with the notion that Anarchism 
could not flourish here; that our freedom was automatically 
fatal to it ; and that therefore we could afford to let Anar- 
chists come hither, and could safely ignore and laugh at 
their plottings. So many affected to scorn or to ignore the 
treacherous plottings of the German-American Alliance 
and of German agents ; even after the war was begun and 
Bernstorff's jackals were busy with their deviltry. So now 
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men affect to scorn Bolshevist plottings, or to disbelieve 
their existence. 

The fact is that America has all along been in special 
peril of such things, for a variety of reasons. One is, ob- 
viously, the number of alien and unnaturalized residents 
that we have here, who form the best possible field for 
such inimical propaganda. They are alien in mind and 
heart. They do not comprehend and therefore do not ap- 
preciate American institutions, and they have no regard 
for this country and no inclination to protect it against over- 
throw. They are imbued with the notions of the old coun- 
try, and they transfer to our Government the same hatred 
which they felt for the oppressive governments from which 
they fled. They are thus easily influenced by their fellows 
who come hither with marvellous tales of what the Soviets 
have done over there, and still more marvellous picturings 
of what they may do here. If the court of the Czar afforded 
rich plunder, how much richer would be the plunder of 
American capitals! 

We have given to the peoples of the world such an op- 
portunity in America as they have never known before, 
and will never know again. We have given them a chance 
to come hither freely and prosper. We have offered them- 
selves the same freedom, the same rights and privilges, that 
we ourselves enjoy and that we purchased for ourselves at 
a great price. Many of them have embraced and improved 
that opportunity, and have given us a naturalized citizen- 
ship of which we are justly proud and which is of inesti- 
mable value to the land. It is for the sake of these latter, 
and of others who may come hereafter and be like them, 
that we should draw the line inexorably against those who 
embrace the opportunity only to abuse it. If aliens come 
hither and refuse to behave with common decency, if in- 
stead of being guests they assume the airs of proprietorship, 
if instead of here becoming Americanized, they seek to Bol- 
shevise America, there is just one way in which to deal with 
them. Turn them out. Shut them out. 



